10.19.09

Dear Church,
Following Christ is an adventure.  When I graduated from Bible College in May, 2001, and moved back to Metro Detroit to start Church of the King, it was the beginning of what has been the most rewarding ministry journey of my life.

Yesterday, in our worship service, I shared some big news.  Leah and I believe God is leading us into a new church planting adventure.
As the fall season began, Leah and I had the impression that God may be leading us into a season of change.  The Dangerous Prayers series turned out to be especially dangerous for us.  In particular, we were praying, “Lord, speak to us.”  As we did, we sensed God may be birthing a new church plant inside of us.  Since starting a new church was a scary thought to our family, we asked God to give us a very specific word.
About that time I learned of a church planting conference that was taking place in South Carolina at the end of September, and felt the Holy Spirit prompt me to attend.  God met me in the Tuesday morning session.  Looking back, I can only describe it as a burning bush moment.  I knew I was in God’s Presence, and that He was calling me.  Specifically, he spoke this word to my heart.

God controls the winds, and when the winds shift, God can do a new thing.  But you can’t catch the next wind if you’re not courageous enough to cut the cord.

It was one of the most overwhelming “God moments” of my life.  I left the auditorium to be alone and worship, overwhelmed that God in His greatness and majesty would choose to speak so clearly to me.
Later that day, while sitting in the airport, I called Leah.  She went on to share how through a series of unique circumstances, God had spoken the exact same word to her the day before.  When we hung up the phone, we knew that God had answered our dangerous prayer and called us to plant a new church.

On one hand, this has been a very difficult decision for us to make.  Difficult, because of the deep love we have for Church of the King, Metro Detroit, and the significant relationships that we’ve developed here.  To think about this change in the context of those relationships makes us very sad.

On the other hand, this has been a very clear decision to make because of the confidence we have in what God has spoken to us.  As we’ve shared our story with our family, our mentors, and the leaders of our church, they’ve affirmed what we believe God is saying.  And the only intelligent option for us is to obey God.

I know this decision raises some important questions for our church.  I addressed a few of those questions in our service yesterday.  I’ll address them here as well.

When will this transition happen?  The short answer is that we’re not exactly sure.  Right now, my first priority is to help guide Church of the King through a healthy transition.  Last week when I met with our Advisory Committee, I let them know that my desire is to stay as long as they feel would be healthy.  We know that we will be here at least through the end of the year, and it could be longer if that is what seems to be the best thing for our church.

How Will We Select a New Lead Pastor?  We will begin a selection process right away to seek God’s will.  The Advisory Committee, with the help of our Assemblies of God District Leadership, will be leading a search to select a lead pastor candidate.  At that point, our members will have the opportunity at a special business meeting to affirm that person as pastor through a vote.  I know that God always works both ends.  If He is calling us to a new place, He is already speaking to the person He has chosen to step into the Lead Pastor role here at Church of the King.

Leah and I love you.  Church of the King is our family.  I’m encouraged when I think about the incredible people who call this church home.  Our church is filled with dedicated, gifted, and committed people.  I am so proud of what God has accomplished during the past 8 years.  I believe in our leaders.  I believe in our ministry teams.  I love our vision.  And I’m confident that you all are ready to lead this church forward!

Jesus is the Head of Church of the King.  Because of Him, I know our best days are ahead of us.

Leah and I are praying for you during this transition.  We are also depending on your prayers for us.
I have to laugh when I think about our story.  I had been 23 for only four days when we held our first service.  I’ve grown up in this church.  You’ve seen me buy my first house, fall in love, get married, and become a dad.  Thanks for being such a big part of my journey.
Let’s wait with faith, watching to see what God will do next!
“And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1.6)

Surrendered to Jesus,
Pastor Brad

